
Austin Hindu Temple and Community Center 

During the Kumbhabhishekam of Sri Vara Siddhi Vinayaka Temple (>12 years completion), our 

beloved Sri Ganeshji Maharaj will reside in a temporary abode since there will be few 

maintenance/renovation activities to be performed in the garbhalaya and on the gopuram. Please see 

below detailed information on Balasthapanam as explained by our esteemed priests and program 

details. This is an important pre-step before going for Sri Vara 

Siddhi Vinayaka jeernodharana rajathabandana kumbhabhishekam. The temporary place will be 

Navagraha temple until the Kumbhabhishekam is complete. 
 

BALA STHAPANAM  

 

Hindu temples follow the aagamic traditions of Sanatana Dharma in all its rituals and ceremonies. 

Sanatana Dharma provides the liberty to worship the 'Supreme' in many forms. The Kumbhabhishekam 

brings all-round prosperity not only to any particular group or devotees but also to society as a 

whole. According to the veda agamas, a “punar udhaarana” Kumbabishekam is required every twelve 

years in the life of a temple. New Vigrahas (icons) and additions to the temple are also consecrated 

during this auspicious time. The Maha Kumbabishekam is performed to re-energize temples on a 

twelve-year cycle following three sets of veda agamic rituals and prayers-  

  

• Balasthapanam  

• Maha Kumbabishekam 

• Mandala Abhishekam  

  

Before any jeernodharana [renovation] can be done to a properly consecrated temple, 

the murtis (deities) divine energy  are transferred to padam ( Photo ) and housed in a temporary temple 

called a balalayam ['bala' is mini and 'aalayam' is temple in sanskrit]. This involves the transfer of the 

divine energy to respective sacred kumbams [pots of water], moving the vigrahas to their temporary 

abode, prayers to the kumbams, and transferring back the divine energy to the respective vigrahas with 

the performance of the Balasthapana Kumbabishekam. 

  

Transfer of the divine energy from the deities in the balalayam to the respective kumbams. These will 

then be placed in the specially constructed yagya shala [place where energizing rituals are performed], 

and homams are conducted every morning and evening to further energize the water in the kumbams. 

  

MANDALA ABISHEKAM 

 

According to the veda agama shastras [manuals for worship, temple building and rituals, among other 

things] that guide Hindu temple rituals, the Mandala Abhishekam must be performed for over a month 

(normally 45 or 48 days) after the completion of the Maha Kumbhabhishekam. The Mandala 

Pooja enhances divine presence in the consecrated (recharged) moola (main) 

and archana [worshipped] vigrahas. During this period, priests perform special homams, abhishekams, 

poojas, the 108-Conch abishekam and various cultural offerings will be performed daily to further 

enhance the divine energy within the Temple. 

 

PARTICIPATION BY DEVOTEES 

 

The above three groups of ceremonies are performed at a veda agamically consecrated temple only 

once every 12 years. Naturally it is a boon to be able to participate in the ceremonies and obtain divine 

blessings. All devotees have the opportunity to actively participate by hosting one or more of 

the homams, abhishekams and poojas, sponsoring the annadhanam [food offerings] during the period, 



or offering their services as volunteers to facilitate the ceremonies. Even if you are unable to take an 

active part, you are most welcome to witness the various ceremonies. 
 

BALA STHAPANAM (a Pre-Kumbabhishekam ritual) – Program Details: 

 

 

Invitation and Program Details (5/20-23) for Kumbabhishekam: 

https://austinhindutemple.org/aht/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Varasidhi-Vinayaka-Rajatha-
Bhandhana-Maha-Kumbabishekam_v2.pdf 

 

Sponsoring Opportunities: 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/AustinHinduTemple1/AHTKumbhabhishekam2021 
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